
 

228

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction  

Described as silent Tsunami by a 
UN agency, the food crisis has provoked a 
precedented increase in food prices world 
wide with greater impact on developing 
nations, including Nigeria. This implies 
that the Nigeria education sector among 
others could be adversely hampered or 
destroyed if efforts are not made to address 
this food crisis. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In our hierarchy of needs, 
articulated by Maslow, the gratification of 
physiological requirement – food and 
shelter come first. Today food crisis has 
brought hardship on world economics. The 
effect may not be felt now but the signals 
are evident that unless there is global 
response to individual country’s food 
programme initiative, few years from now, 
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Abstract 
The emerging global food crisis is capable of halting the entire 
educational system in Nigeria, if efforts are not made to address 
the menace. This paper examined the nature and severity of 
global crisis and its impact on global economy and education in 
particular. Some of the causes of this problem as identified 
include the failure of capitalism, increased demands for bio-fuel a 
gradual shift from other food crops, the prevailing world’s 
poverty, reduction in export of food crops and the general price 
hike. The paper further addressed some of the effects of food 
crisis on the education sector to include the following among 
others, reduced health status of students, increased drop out rate, 
higher cost of educational materials, closure of boarding houses, 
socio vices, corruption among school personnel, among others. 
The paper recommended that functional agricultural policy, 
development of regions with comparative advantage in crop 
production, and effort at increasing national grain reserve should 
be put in place.      
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the global community is likely to be 
overwhelmed by monumental deaths 
resulting from starvation. A starving 
populace cannot provide education neither 
can the citizens of such community obtain 
or pursue sound education necessary for 
meaningful National development which is 
a function of a sound mind in a sound 
body. 
 This paper is therefore an attempt 
at investigating probable effects of global 
food shortages and price increases on the 
educational development in Nigeria with a 
view to recommending solutions to avert 
the inherent potential dangers. 
 
Causes of the Present Global Food 
Crises  

The world food crises is not 
natural, but man made, the two primary 
causes being humanity’s, marriage to 
market forces and the poverty it agenders. 
The structuring of the world based on a 
single set of ideas which celebrate the 
market place, profit and a single leadership 
which cannot be controverted without 
consequences is a major cause.  
 Ironically, however, the soaring 
prices of foods are during a period not of 
scarcity but of abundance. The December 
2007 and April 2008 issues of FAO’s crop 
prospects and food situation reports 
revealed that the world cereal production 
in 2007 was a record 2.1 Billion tones, 
which was 4.6 percent up from the 
previous year while this year production is 
expected to increase by 2.6 percent to 2.16 
tones. FAO report (2008) This shows that 
despite drought, flood and other elements 
of global warning that have affected 

production in countries like Vietnam, 
Australia, the world cereal production is at 
historic level and continues to set new 
records.  
 
Failure of capitalism: That the greatest 
harvest in history can only breed high food 
prices shows there is a fundamental 
problem. The problem is that of capitalist 
production for profit. It has also revealed 
capitalism as a vicious cycle of crises. In 
search for alternative, renewable and 
greener source of energy, particularly in 
the face of soaring crude oil price, the 
world capitalism resorted to bio-fuels or 
agro fuels as some experts prefer to call 
them. This has been at the great expense of 
food security. 
 
Demand for Bio-fuels 

Though, the increasing demand for 
meat in India, china and else where has 
shifted more grains to be used for 
feedstock for livestock, a dominant reason 
for the spiraling food prices is the use of 
grains for bio-fuels. Also related is the 
high crude oil price, which has had knock-
on effects on fertilizer price and cost of 
food production and distribution. But this 
factor as the reason for rise in food price is 
of much lower scale than bio-fuels. 

While the world cereal production 
has increased, the crops that are used to 
make bio-fuels like maize constitute the 
highest portion. The Crop prospects and 
food situation December 2007 reported 
bumper harvest of maize in United States 
which contributed to a better overall coarse 
grain harvest at the world level than was 
expected in the year. In the United States 
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and Europe, more and more maize crops 
have been turned into ethanol used as bio-
fuel. (Adewole 2008) 
The United States, the world’s largest 
maize exporter, now uses more of its maize 
for ethanol than it sells abroad. According 
to the IMF, (2008) the corn ethanol 
production in the US accounted for, at 
least, half the rise in world corn demand in 
each past three years. According to a 
study, half of the US corn harvest, which 
accounts for some 40 percent of global 
production, will be diverted to ethanol 
production by the end of 2008. (Lalarde 
2008). 

There are incentives for production of 
crops for ethanol in the US and Europe. As 
the New York Times April 10 editorial 
reveals, the US provides a subsidy of 51 
cents a gallon to ethanol blenders and slaps 
a tariff of 54 cents a gallon imports. In the 
European Union, most countries exempt 
bio-fuels from some gas taxes and slap an 
average tariff equal to more than 70 cents 
as subsidies is put at $6billion a year.  
 
Shift from Other Food Crops  

As a result of huge profits associated 
with the demand for corn, most farmers 
have been attracted to its production at the 
expense of other food crops by planting 
maize on land previously meant for wheat, 
rice and soya beans. With less land 
available for their cultivation, there is short 
supply of these food crops and their prices 
go up accordingly. Ethanol production has 
also led to rising cost of livestock and 
poultry, which are fed with corn 
derivatives.  

 

World Poverty  
The other major cause of world hunger 

is poverty. We have a globalization that 
favours a few affluent countries and 
deprives most of humanity its benefits. 
Even within countries like Nigeria, we 
have a few very rich and the poor majority. 
So no matter how much food is available 
there will still be large chunks of the 
human race with rumbling stomachs. For 
example, the famine in Bangladesh that 
killed 1.5million people coincided with the 
peak of food production in that country. 

The presence of huge food 
production or availability does not mean 
the absence of hunger or malnutrition. In 
other words, no matter how much food the 
world produces, the poverty-stricken 
citizen may simply have no money to put 
food on their table. So we need a new 
world order or an alternative structure. 

If the food crisis over takes Nigeria, it 
will be due to the myopia of our elites. 
First, we are lucky that we do not have 
natural disasters like floods or drought 
except the desertification we fail to check. 
Secondly, with the possible exception of 
bread, our food in the main are locally 
produced and quite diverse. Even the rising 
price of rice is due to the fact that our 
country abandoned its vast local 
production in places like Abakaliki, Ofada 
and the Nupe areas of Kwara State. 

 
Reduction in Export of Food Crops and 
Price Hike  

China, Egypt, Vietnam and India, 
representing more than a third of global 
rice exports, curbed sales this year and 
Indonesia says it may do the same. Their 
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governments want to be able to continue to 
feed their own high populations. Price of 
rice, the staple food for half the world’s 
6.6billion people, keeps rising. More than 
4.5 billion people in Africa, Latin America 
and Asia use rice as their staple food. With 
rising populations and economic growth, 
the world is already eating more of the 
grain than is now being harvested. The 
Vietnam Food 

Association has asked members to 
stop signing export contracts through June 
following China, which imposed a 5% tax 
on exports as of last January. Egypt has 
banned rice shipments through October. 
Global demand for cereals will expand 
2.6% this year, 1.6 percentage points 
above the 10-year average. The Food and 
Agriculture Organization in Rome, says 
Australia’s rice production has collapsed 
because of drought. The drought’s effect 
on rice has produced the greatest impact on 
the rest of the world, so far. It is one factor 
contributing to skyrocketing prices and 
many scientists believe it is among the 
earliest signs that a warming planet is 
starting to affect food production. Global 
rice stocks are at their lowest level in 32 
years and foreign sales restrictions by 
many producing nations have put about a 
third of the rice traded in the international 
market beyond the reach of poor and 
medium income countries. 

Data from the US Department of 
Agriculture show that world rice 
inventories now stand at about 72 million 
tons, enough to cover only about 17 
percent of global demand. According to 
Reuters and National Public Radio, the 
price of Thai rice, a global benchmark, 

shot up 30 percent from US$760 a ton in 
April alone. Last January a ton cost 
US$360. Thailand is the world’s largest 
rice exporter. According to TIME 
magazine, this sudden hike in the price of 
Thai rice prompted increases in price of 
rice from Vietnam and India, the world’s 
second and third largest exporters. 

 
Effect of Food Crises on the Education 
Sector in Nigeria:  
The Health Status of Students  

Experience has shown that there is 
a positive relationship between diet, health 
and academic performance of students. A 
healthy student is more likely to perform 
better than his counterparts who suffer 
from any form of ill-health, because a 
sound mind dwells in a sound body.  
Sound body is a reflection of the quality 
and quantity of food taken over a 
reasonable length of time. Continued food 
shortage therefore determines the status of 
health and the ultimate academic 
performance of individual concerned.  

 
Increased Drop out Rate 

Nwadiani (2005) opined that the 
social demand for education is higher 
among students from higher social 
economic background. In the view of 
Bosah (2001) in a study carried out in 
Bauchi state, students from low social 
background are more interested in 
satisfying their food needs more than 
educational need. This probably accounts 
for their involvement in various kinds of 
menial jobs before and after school hours 
that eventually affect school work and 
regularity in school. Frustration arising 
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from their poor performance influence 
their dropping out of school.  

Olaitan (1989), corroborated that 
observation in a study carried out at 
Nsukka, that drop out rate is higher among 
students from less privileged homes than 
that of the highly placed students (14%) 
respectively.  

 
Higher Cost of Instructional or 
Education Materials 

The higher food prices which also 
affect other sectors of the economy directly 
have a great impact on educational 
materials purchases, production and 
distribution. Materials such as textbooks, 
notebooks, pencil etc could attract more 
prices.  

Aderemu (2001) noted that 
educational attainment is a function of the 
amount and quality of educational 
materials available for teaching and 
learning. Obina (1999) observed that 
students with adequate and relevant 
textbook perform better in West Africa 
school certificate examination that those 
without relevant educational materials. 
With inadequate educational materials the 
quality of education would be poor.  

 
Closure of Boarding Houses in Schools.  

The positive impact of the 
boarding house system in schools cannot 
be over emphasized. Some of the most 
successful citizens of this country are 
product of good boarding house system. 
But with the present food crises, the 
possibility of operating the system to its 
maximum capacity is better imagined. 
Parents and school authorities could be 

forced to close down the system in order to 
prevent diet related illnesses arising from 
malnutrition.  
 If these boarding houses are closed 
down some of the potential leaders worthy 
in character and learning that would have 
been produced could be undermined or 
compromised.   
 
Street Protects Arising from Food 
Crises.  

Protest for food shortages in some 
Africa countries such as Bokina Faso, 
Ivory coast, Egypt could be replicated in 
Nigeria. When this happens some 
vulnerable students could be enlisted and 
schools could be closed due to violent 
protests. Also school calendars could be 
disrupted and wars may be inevitable.    

 
Increased Corrupt Practices Among 
School Personnel  

One of the consequences of food 
crises on education is the likelihood of 
increased corrupt practices on the parts of 
school personnel, simply to make ends 
meet. This tendency could foster various 
forms of unethical practices which are 
capable of altering the nation’s education 
system. Ibadin (2004) observed that 69% 
of the teachers and other school personnel 
agreed to accepting various forms of 
gratification from students and their 
parents in order to assist in examination 
malpractices. He also noted that of this 
number about 58% are from the middle to 
lower level manpower whose salaries are 
usually not enough for their monthly 
family upkeep.   
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Minimal Allocation to the Education 
Sector:  

With food prices soaring due to 
shortages, other items in the economy 
would also be affected, leading to a general 
price increase of goods and services. The 
competition for fiscal allocation from other 
sectors of the economy afford very little to 
the education sectors. This situation 
removes some incentives or subsidies 
hitherto enjoyed by students/pupils. 
Incentives such as scholarship, Bursary 
award or provision of infrastructural 
facilities could be adversely affected. This 
economic condition increases the social 
cost and the unit private cost of providing 
education. The resultant effects are the 
production of half-baked graduates, 
withdrawal from school, low motivation of 
teachers and general malaise in the 
education sector.  

 
Increased Admission into Agricultural 
Education Programme.  

A positive consequence of the 
present food crisis is the likelihood of 
increased admission of students to study 
various areas of agricultural science of 
different level of education. This policy 
would not only boost agricultural research, 
but could also encourage many citizens to 
embrace agricultural activities aimed at 
ameliorating the scarcity of food.     

 
Recommendations  
1. There should be a structure aimed at 

encouraging farmers and a functional 
food policy. This should include 
investment, storage facilities, 

increase food production, adequate 
agricultural subsidies.  

2. Part of the so called excess crude oil 
income could be used to fund the 
National Food policy  

3. The N 80 billion ear-marked for rice 
importation by the present 
administration should be directed 
towards encouraging farmers to 
produced food crops.  

4. Areas with comparative advantage is 
terms of food crop production should 
be encouraged.  

5. The national grain reserve should be 
increased to meet international 
estimates, because the current 
300,000 metric tones capacity falls 
short of estimated minimum of 2.8 
millions tonnes, according to food 
and agriculture organization of the 
United Nations.  

 
Conclusion  
 Meaningful education of the 
teaming youths of school age the world 
over would be a mirage if the nations of 
the world cannot feed their populace. What 
we are likely to experience is a general 
break down of education, giving way to 
violence, crime and under development. A 
global depression as experienced in 1930’s 
in the United States of America might be 
replicated at different parts of the world. 
Violent revolutions could erupt in different 
parts of the world thereby under minding 
the social benefits of education.  
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